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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's Admission of Prior art (AAPA), Aoki et al., (child of JP1 025481 1 sited as 
prior art, US 6,279,061 ) and Hoshino et al., (US 6,523,754). 

As per claims 1 and 5, AAPA and Aoki both teaches a data transfer control 
system comprising: a host including a first interface; (IEEE1394) a target including a 
second interface;(IDE) a converter (controller, 51, Fig. 1) for performing interconversion 
between the first and second interfaces. (See Abstract; page 4, column 5, line 13 to 
page 4, column 6, line 3; page 6, column 9, line 20 to page 6, column 9, line 25; Fig. 5) 

Further, AAPA futher discloses an external control unit (46, Fig. 9, Specification 
Drawings) for controlling the converter, 

wherein the converter includes a command processing unit (49, Fig. 9) for 
issuing a command received from the host via the first interface to the target via the 
second interface, 

a data transfer processing unit (45, Fig. 9) for performing data transfer between 
the host and the target while performing interconversion between the first and second 
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interfaces, and a target command processing judgment unit for performing command 
processing judgment at the target, 

wherein the target command processing unit performs an operation of detecting 
completion of the data transfer and judging whether or not the data transfer has 
been normally completed, a write operation of writing the status information on the host- 
addressed status transfer unit, a transfer operation of transferring status information 
written on the host-addressed status transfer unit and a notifying operation of notifying a 
state of the target to the external control unit. (Specification, [0002-0022]) 

However, Aoki nor AAPA teach wherein a host-addressed status transfer unit for 
transferring status information generated for the received command to the host via an 
interface before the data transfer is completed. Hoshino teaches a data transfer system 
that sends at least one status bit to a host involving a IC card and the host wherein the 
IC card receives the retransmitted command that prohibits the write processing and 
transmits an error signal to the host apparatus if a first status bit - that was obviously 
set before the completion of the data transfer - is send to the host at a first processing 
start state. The system will transmits the response message to the host apparatus after 
restoring the data and the response message indicating the processing end by means 
of a rewrite processing if the second status bit is set at the processing end state. In 
other words, Hoshino teaches setting two separate status bits wherein at least one of 
the status bits are set before the completion of the data transfer and before judging of 
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the write error has occurred due to an interruption in the data updating process. 
(Hoshino, cols. 4-9, col. 11, lines 30-col. 16, lines 1-29) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time the invention was 
made to implement into Aoki or AAPA the teachings of Hoshino that sends at least one 
of the status bit to the host before completion of the data transfer because doing so 
would decrease the transfer bus processing during an updating process. 

As per claims 2 and 3, Hoshino teaches of reexecuting operation of reexecuting, 
when an error is generated in command processing, the command processing 
according to contents of the error. (Hoshino, cols. 4-9, col. 11, lines 30-col. 16, lines 1- 
29) 

As per claim 4, Aoki teaches wherein the converter further includes a switching 
unit for selectively switching an operation of the target command processing judgment 
unit to be enable or disable. (See Abstract; page 4, column 5, line 13 to page 4, column 
6, line 3; page 6, column 9, line 20 to page 6, column 9, line 25; Fig. 5) 

As per claims 5, Aoki teaches wherein the converter issues, regardless of an 
instruction from the host, an arbitrary command to the target at an arbitrary timing. (See 
Abstract; page 4, column 5, line 13 to page 4, column 6, line 3; page 6, column 9, line 
20 to page 6, column 9, line 25; Fig. 5) 
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Conclusion 

The examiner requests, in response to this office action, support be shown for language 
added to any original claims on amendment and any new claims. That is, indicate 
support for newly added claim language by specifically pointing to page(s) and line 
number(s) in the specification and/or drawing 

figure(s). This will assist the examiner in prosecuting the application. When responding 
to this office action, applicant is advised to clearly point out the patentable novelty which 
he or she thinks the claims present, in view of the state of art disclosed by the 
references cited or the objections made. He or she must also show how the 
amendments avoid such references or objections. See 37 C.F.R.I.III(c) . 
In amending in reply to a rejection of claims in an application or patent under 
reexamination, the applicant or patent owner must clearly point out the patentable 
novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view the state of the art disclosed 
by the references cited or the objections made. The applicant or patent owner must also 
show how the amendments avoid such references or objections. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammara Peyton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4157. The examiner can normally be reached between 6:30 - 4:00 from Monday to 
Thursday, (I am off every first Friday), and 6:30-3:00 every second Friday. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Tariq 
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Hafiz can be reached on (571 ) 272- 6729. The fax phone number for the organization 

where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. Any inquiry of a 

general nature of relating to the status of this application should be directed to the 

Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 2100. 

/Tammara R Peyton/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2182 

November 20, 2008 



